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The Right Hon. the Earl of CHATHAM, 


Cuncta prius tentanda, fed immedicabile vulnus, 
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MY LORD, 


| AM a native of that part of the united Kingdom called 
b Scotland; to whoſe indefatigable and ambitious bons, the 
virtuous Minority and their adherents have attributed every __— 
evil, which could poſſibly diſgrace the councils, and degrade WE 4 ; 
the dignity of this nation, fincc the fatal and lamented moment, A 
when your Lordſhip quitted the political Helm, to enjoy otium | 
cum dignitate, your title and penſion. | 


According to them, Scotch councils, a Scotch junto, and ſe- 
oret influence; have all along directed the maſter-ſprings of go- 
vernment; inſomuch, that the preſent miniſtry. are repreſented 
as ſo many puppets, actuated ſolely by the will of Lord Bute, 
Lord Mansfield, and Alexander Wedderburne, &c.—Having - 2 
| B | therefore Re” #1 7 | 
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therefore ſuch reſpectable patrons hakind the curtain, where 1s 
the wonder, that every Caledonian, on his leaving the banks of 
the Tweed, looks ſouthward as to the Land of Promiſe. Of 
this number am I; and as each individual has his different 


purſuits, the world of preferment lying all before him, my 


favourite propenſity (I ſpeak without bluſhing) leads me to the 


flattering contemplation of making, ſooner or later, a diſtin- 


guiſhed figure in parliament. Tranſported with this idea, 
I fell afleep laſt night over a glaſs of punch and a file 


of newſ-papers ; and fancied myſelf ſeated within the ſacred 
walls of St. Stephen's, as member for a late vacant dif- 


trict of Scotch boroughs. The gods of my idolatry, Lords 
North and Germaine, ſeemed then before me; I hugged myſelf 
in having been graciouſly diſtinguiſhed in the crowd by the pe- 


netrating eyes of theſe miniſters, and brooked with impatience 


the factious harrangues of W— , F—, and J— 


till animated with zeal, and at the fame time fired with indig- 


nation, at the monſtrous propoſition of Mr. B 


, to recall 


His Majeſty's fleets and armies from America: a power more 


than human penetrated my nerves, the Genius of Clacmannan 


, inſpired my tongue, I ſtarted upon my legs, and thus addreſſed 


the Chairman. 


MR. 


8 f 4 8 


Mn. SPEAKER, Be . * 3 


A Ft wits pb fo P Re? 


AT a time when ſenſeleſs Ke and unmerien dicaffee- 
tion to the moſt patriotic 8 that ever diſtinguiſhed a Bri- 


tiſh Adminiſtration, are trumpeted through the land; as a mem- 
ber of this houſe, anxious for the honour of his ſovereign, and 
the glory of his eountry; I ſhould think myſelf unworthy of 
the ſeat I hold, or the great truſt repoſed in nie by my conſti- 
tuents; could J longer tamely ſit in a ſtate of torpid indiffer- 
ence, while t — n and r——n are countenanced and de- 
fended in the moſt: open and daring manner, not only in the 
metropolis, through a. thouſand muddy and corrupt channels, 
but even wihin theſhaloweg walls. Nay, io 10 enormous and 
ſhameful a degree, have the aſſaſſins of their country dared to 
carry their rancorous __ that too many of our very newſ- 
papers teem with tn; and attempts, but too ſucceſsful, 


continue to be at w render the public prints acceſfible only, 


to the voice of diſloyalty, and the purpoſes of ſedition. 


With what malignant joy do the wretched authors, of the 
ſtill more wretched daily publications, appear to be actuated, 
when they feloniouſly promulgate writings, evidently calculated 
to diſgrace the nation, miſlead the ſubject, diſhonour the king, 

; abuſe 


(PL) 
abuſe government, and affront the conſtitution, That the 
ungrateful and infatuated Americans, thus abetted, counte- 
nanced and ſupported, ſhould perfi ſt, in their unnatural exer- 
tions to throw off their allegiance to Great Britain, becomes 
no longer a a matter of ſurprize; fince Engliſhmen, loſt in their 
affected apprehenſions for American liberty, appear fo bo- 
rally regardleſs of the intereſt Tgaiiy, and proſperity o of the 
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I do not know, fir, how the feelings of other tk 
may be affected with certain ſpeeches of this day, but for my 
Part, Tcantiot "ſufficiently expreſs my ſurprize, obſtupui fete- 
Tuntque comae, vox faucibus hefit, and 1 declare, it requires a 
degree of patience; ſuperior to what I am endued with, tamely 
to hear the beſt friends of the conſtitution treated with an aſpe- 
wed of language ere the 1 of a Britiſh ſenator. 


. 2 


TY is not FEY BY Mr. Speaker, for the 3 . 
man over the way, to reprobate every meaſure of adminiſtra- 
tion, with the moſt wanton and unprovoked acrimony: It is 
not ſufficient to magnify every trifling advantage gained by 


the rebels, into acts of heroic bravery and conſummate pru- 


dence - to compare ee that of Xerxes, and their bum- 
boats 


"<1 
— 
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boats to firſt rate men of war the worthy member thinks he 


cannot teſtify his zeal for the rotten cauſe he has adopted, with- 


out heaping diſgrace and obloquy, on the gallant ſons of Bri- 
tain, who are at this moment ſtraining every nerve, and free- 
ly ſacrifizing the beſt blood in their veins, for the honour of the 


country which gave them birth. 


We are told with an effrontery, which aggravates the inſult, 
that our military diſcipline is ſhamefully relaxed, and that, 
while the Americans are daily improving in the art of war, our 
troops exhibit nothing but acts of wanton cruelty, or deteſtable 
cowardice.— But this is not all, occurrit auxilio ſuis, another 
gentleman, in ſtrains of the moſt perſuaſive oratory and flow- 
ing periods, which only want truth to impreſs us with convic- 
tion, laments the loſt and irretrievable ſtate of the kingdom, 
enumerates with apparent rapture, our manifold taxes, decay 
of trade, bankruptcies, and approaching diſſolution: and while 
he expatiates with a joy, which he is not even at the pains to 
conceal, on the rotten condition of our navy, the imbecillity 
of our army, and total weakneſs of the kingdom, to defend 
itſelf from foreign invaſion, or domeſtic treaſon; virtually 
invites the enemy to lay hold of the preſent opportunity, to 


ſtrike his bleeding country to the heart, even pointing out to 
C | all 


10 
all the world, where the fatal blow may be given with the 
greateſt ſecurity and ſucceſs. 


For God's ſake, Mr. Speaker, what is it theſe gentlemen 
aim at, who would have us believe, they alone are endowed 
with ſentiments of the moſt exalted patriotiſm?—Is it their de- 
fire that Britain, the miſtreſs of arts, the mother of heroes, 
the envy of nations, the happy land where Freedom has 
erected her ſtandard, in preference to every other country upon 
earth, ſhould fall at the feet of all powerful America, and de- 
precate the wrath of her revolted children; or do they with 
to ſee their country reduced to the miſerable ſtate of a tributary 
province to France?—to what other tendency are we to attri- 
bute the laboured harranges of oppoſition? —To the landholder, 
do they not ſay, deſpair and ruin attend you? there is no ſecurity 
for your property in this devoted land: a vaſt majority of Lords 
and Commons, whoſe all is at ſtake, and who poſſeſs ſeven 
eights of the kingdom's freeholds, together with his majeſty, 
his council and government, are leagued againſt you; believe 
us, many of whom have little or no property, and who may 
well be ſuppoſed to have an amazing zeal for the intereſts and 
property of other people. Be perſuaded, Poſt eft occgſio calva, 
ſell off your eſtates while there are yet purchaſers, and take ſhelter 


in that virtuous clime, where only freedom dwells; where liberty 


of 


—— — 


( 
of ſpeech is unconfined, and the friends of old England indulge 


themſelves in railing againſt the Congreſs without controul. 


To the ſtockholders do they not loudly proclaim on houſe- tops: 
—Ye deluded men, know that the dependance ye place on the 
faith of government ſecurities is ſandy and without foundation; 
ſell out, that we may buy in; for the time cometh, yea is at 


hand, when your three and four per cents. your conſols. your 


ſeript, omnium, and long annuities, will vaniſh into ſmoke, 


and like the baſeleſs fabric of a viſion, leave not a ſingle guinea 
behind. As for you, ye poſſeſſors of Bank notes, ruſh upon 
the directors like a mighty torrent, pour them in upon the ca- 
ſhiers from all quarters and from every country, and if you 
follow our dictates, you will ſoon oblige the haughty premier to 
be more ſparing of his jokes upon American currency, ſince 


the currency of Britain will then be little better. 


If this, Mr. Speaker, is not the meaning of certain honour- 


able gentlemen, who have figured away with all the powers of 


declamation, even until very Echo has ſickened, I ſhall be 


happy to be otherwiſe informed : certain it is, that the pri- 


mary cauſe of all our troubles, originated with thoſe who are 


now loudeſt in execrating a civil war, which their own infidious 


practices firſt blew into a flame, The honourable member 


| who 


a 


who ſpoke laſt, has been at infinite pains to convince us 
of the neceſſity to recall our fleets and armies from beyond 
the Atlantic, grounding his conviction of the futility of our 
attempts againſt American valour, from the little ſucceſs with 
which our arms have been hitherto crowned; a propoſition 
of great modeſty it muſt be confeſſed, and which, if followed, 
would not fail to render us the laughing ſtock of all Europe. 
Would they not exclaim in accents of aſtoniſhment; the mi- 
niſtry of Great Britain have made a fine hand of it ! Is this the 
end of all their mighty warlike preparations ? After having at 
a vaſt expence, which would almoſt have annihilated the re- 
ſources of any other ſtate, and with a firmneſs that did honour 
to her councils, perſevered in a reſolution to ſubjugate one of 
the moſt daring and unnatural rebellions recognized in hiſ- 

tory; a rebellion big with peril to every commercial ſtate, fa- 
tal to France, fatal to Europe; | without having once ſuffered a 
ſingle defeat; in the midſt of glory and triumph ; when the 
wretched leaders of American apoſtacy, without money and 
without credit, were driven to deſpair, and perhaps meditating 
on the ſole means of ſafety, by a timely. and obſcure retreat 


when the critical moment was arrived for loyalty in the pro- 


vinces to declare itſelf, and the miſerable inhabitants had the 


_ firſt dawn of hope, to free themſelves from the moſt galling 
and intolerable ſlavery ; when the Britiſh flag rode triumphant 


in 
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in every port of America; when the reſources of the rebels 
were dried up, their credit and commerce deſtroyed, and even 
the natural foes of Britain had finally given up their cauſe, as 
hopeleſs and nugatory; when the voice. of faction was almoſt 
extinguiſhed at home, and the voice of the nation loudly pro- 


claimed the rectitude of our quarrel ! In ſuch a caſe, well 


might they pronounce, quos Deus wult perdere, prius dementat. 

But I am happy to experience more ſtability in our councils, 

and convinced that the period is at no great diſtance, when the 

_ glorious exertions of adminiſtration will not fail to triumph over 

the factious deſigns of diſloyalty and ſedition. The honourable 

member having laid great ſtreſs upon the alarm which the rebel 

; privateers had made upon our coaſts; it remains to inveſtigate 
the ſo much boaſted naval ſtrength of the colonies, and their 

puny powers of offence and defence by ſea. To thoſe, Mr. 

Speaker, converſant in maritime affairs, and ultimately ac- 

quainted with the principal ſea-ports on the extended ſhores of 
North-America, from Cape Florida to the ſtreights of Belle- 

iſle; to men who have had opportunities to explore their 


weakneſs and utter inability to defend an open coaſt of ſo many 


hundred leagues extent, nothing can poſſibly appear more ridi- 
9 | culous, than the affected oſtentatious parade of their naval ar- 


rangements, and the truly laughable accounts of their very 
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(:24)) | | 
potent nautical armaments, ' One day we are told of a won= 10 
derful expedition, fitted out under the command of a certain 
doughty hero (a ſubaltern renegade and excrement of the navy) | 
who is to give a Britiſh admiral a ſound drubbing; another 
time we are alarmed with certain news of a fleet from Utopia, 1 
ſent to pick up our home ward bound Eaſt-India ſhips from St. 8 
Helena. To thoſe who are not aſnamed to propagate ſuch ab- | 
- ſurd rhodomontades, or to thoſe who have credulity. enough to 
ſwallow them, nothing will appear difficult; they have only to 
make the trifling addition, that the warlike Boſtonians are ac- 
tually preparing to invade England in flat-bottomed boats; 0 
y | there will not be wanting hundreds to circulate the falſity, nor 
2 - thouſands weak enough to believe it. But. the greateſt 
wonder ſtill remains behind; from whence are theſe mighty 
- ſquadrons to be fitted out? And here let us make a pauſe. —That 
they have already built, aud fill may build, veſſels of war and 
burthen, I readily, allow; but that they are at preſent furniſhed 
with many ſuch, or have either means or opportunity to do it, in 
the preſent diſtracted ſtate of the colonies, I ſtrenuouſſy deny— 
The buſineſs of ſhip-building in the rivers of Maryland and 
Virginia, in New-York and Philadelphia, and in the Piſcata- 
qua, is partly deftroyed ; and it is well known that the 
greenneſs of the materials, and * af the timber, have 


long 


4 


| ”_ peur them into diſrepute at all foreign markets. To 


begin then at the fountain-head of rebellion: Wnoever atten- 


tively conſiders the ſituation of Boſton Bay, will be convinced 


in a moment, that not A fingle ſchooner of twenty tons can 


paſs without the riſque. of being taken by one or other of 


„ 32} 111 2 9 


our cruizers. | The ſame precautions may be taken to intercept 
the navigation of che other Principal ports: : Hudſon' 8 river 
may be effectually blocked up; 1 the Delaware ſecured by our 
ſhips of war continually plying of Cape Henlopen and Cape 


TITS * 


May; while the happy diſpoſition of a chain of frigates be- 


tween Long Iſland, Cape Cod, and Caſco Bay, will command 
a range, of coaſt, comprehending, the whole eaſtern frontier of 
the Maſſachuſett s. and, New Hampfhire, where their principal 


ſtrength lies, expoſed ta the ravages of ſudden attack and inva- 


ſion. Thus the trade of N ew- Vork, Philadelphia, Boſton, 


Marblchead, Salem, &c. are at the merey of our flects; and 


. when properly reinforced, cannot fail to ſtrike terror and diſ- 
may into the hearts of che traiterous inhabitants of Nantucket, 


Newport, Plymouth, Cape Ann, Beverly, Yarmouth, Middle- 
borough, Portſmouth, Ipſwich, Saliſbury and Plympton ;;while 
they annoy the fiſheries of cee — * Bay, 


| York e and Kennebec. I ee En: 
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dee therefore a Britiſh en force, not only ſuperior d to 
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any thing the Americans « can hope to raiſe i in half a century, 


r 


but to thoſe of France 1 Spain united, at this moment co- 
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1 Be Ft} 
Vers theſe weſtern ſhores to ſuppoſe th that our gallant command- 
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ers on their ſeveral Aations, would permit an armed force to 
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paſs them in the narrows, or ſuffer the rebel paltry floop and 
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| ſchooner privateers to traverſc the ſea coaſts, in the manner re- 
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ported by theſe ſhameleſs caitiffs, who ſtuff "the newſpapers 


445 ' LELW * 


wich lyes and geh, is ſo palpable an abſurdity, | that 1 no man 


in e poſſibly ad admit the prepoſterous idea. 5 
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Having thus, ſit,” fully confuted the fallacious ſuppoſition, 


that the northern colofiies' either have or can ſend: any conſide- 
rable power of annoyance to fea: neceſfity compels me to 
ſearch for the ſource of this pretended armament to the ſouth- 
ward but even here, all is weak; defenceleſs, and impotent; 


Maryland and Virginia are not in a condition to protect their 


| unguarded rivers, the Patuxen, the Potomac, York river, and 


| Rapahanoc, are by no means' capable to be defended from the 


x 


inſults of a twenty gun ſhip. ; | 
on. 


Charles Town, the 1 of the Carolinas, is more indebt- 


ed for its ſecurity to the ſhallowneſs of its barr, than to its na- 


tural 


; 
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tural ſtrength, notwithſtanding the late unlucky affair at Sul- 
| hvan's Iſland. 


Farther, Mr. Speaker, it muſt give every lover of his country 
the utmoſt pleaſure to peruſe the long lift of captures made by 


our commanders in the Weſt Indies:—our cruizers on that ſta- 


tion, are ſo judiciouſly diſpoſed, that the whole rebel trade 


with the French at the Cape, Guadaloupe, and Martinico;—with 
the Spaniards at the Havannah, and Hiſpaniola ;—with the 
Dutch at Curracoa, St. Euſtatia, Surrinam and Saba; —and with 
the Danes at Santa Creux and St. Thomas, is effectually deſtroy- 
ed. What then is to become of their hitherto lucrative trade 
to Europe and the Southern Iſlands? can they export, without 
the utmoſt hazard, their ſuperfluity of corn, fifh, boards, lumber 
and live ſtock to the Weſt Indies; their dryed fiſh and oil, to 
Spain, portugal, and Italy; their maſts, tar, hemp, flax, to- 
bacco, rice, Whale- fins, fur and deer ſkins; to France and Eng- 
land? No, by this ſingle ſtroke of Britain, in cutting off the 
American navigation, their whole ſtrength is blaſted and wither- 
ed up, their fiſheries are annihilated, and their exiſtance, as a 
maritime people, on the verge of perdition; for if commerce 
may july be called the ſinews of war, what idea can be formed 


E. of 


1 


of che power of a nation, deſtitute of trade, manufactures 
or money: and already drove to the neceſſity of ſubſtituting a 


wretched r currency, ruinous in the event; and falla- 
cious as | the cobweb coalition, that binds them in the moſt 
ignoble chains, > | 
Believe me, Mr. Speaker, the time is approaching, and I 
may venture to propheſy, at no great diſtance; when dire ne- 
cellity and the horrors of war, co-operating with other cauſes, 
will combine, to remove the philm from before the eyes of 
his majeſty's deluded ſubjects in North America, the delirium 
will vaniſh, which for the preſent hinders them from ſeeing 
the infamy of their fetters; nay, the deluſion already begins to 
ſubſide; the majority of the people appear ſenſible of the folly 
of exalting the rebel leaders into principalities and powers,— 
Waſhington is now farther than ever from the hope of being 
created Hereditary Prince of Penſilvania; neither will the ſelf- 
important Schyler, be made Duke of the Mohauks.—Old 
Putnam has abandoned the flattering idea of the Marquiſſate 
of Cape Cod, and the traitor Lee's impriſonment, effectually 
precludes him from enjoying the title and emoluments of 


Duke of the Jerſies. 


To 


( 19] 

To conclude, Mr, Speaker, the ſword of juſtice is now 

drawn, and deteſted be that man, to the lateſt poſterity, who 

wiſhes to eſtabliſh the 1nDEPENDENCY or AMERICA, on the 
ruin and diſhonour of GREAT BRITAIN, 
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